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15.01. – 28.03.2024 – Iris from SERVAS Austria

​Introduction and destination
Hello, I'm Iris E., 35 years old, I grew up in Upper Austria and have been living in Vienna for
10 years. I have already tried out different professions - finally studied information technology
and telecommunications and have been working in the IT sector since 2019.

Due to a job change, I had the opportunity to take some time off and travel for longer. The
first question I asked myself was where! Where don't you normally travel to because it's too
far away? The first country that came to mind was Australia. A look at the map made me
realize that New Zealand was just around the corner and that it would be a shame not to
travel there too if I was already “nearby”. After a bit of calculating, I realized that my budget
would be enough for about 2 months if I wanted to spend one of them in an “expensive”
country. During my research on New Zealand and Australia, however, I realized that 2 weeks
was far too little for each country and I decided on New Zealand as my destination. On the
way to and back from New Zealand, I spent 2 weeks snorkeling in Thailand.

In New Zealand I had the chance to meet and make friends with 9 SERVAS hosts. It was a
pleasure to meet all these great people and to be able to share a bit of their lives and
experience the everyday life of New Zealanders. Unfortunately, there were no SERVAS hosts
nearby in Thailand.

Itinerary

I landed in Auckland and initially traveled by public transport. With stops along the way, my
journey took me along the west coast of the North Island with stops in Hamilton, Morrinsville,
Opoutere, New Plymouth and Wellington. From the south of the North Island, I now headed
to the south of the South Island with a flight from Wellington to Queenstown. I rented a car in
Queenstown and began my journey through this beautiful country. I first spent a few days in
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Te Anau. From there I made trips to Milford and Doubtful Sound and visited a glowworm cave
for the first time. I then drove to the east coast of the South Island - Nugget Point. I was very
lucky there and saw two yellow-eyed penguins. From there I headed north with stops in
Dunedin, Omaru, Timaru, Kaikoura, Nelsen and Havelock. Without a car but by ferry, I
traveled from Picton to Wellington, where I rented a car again. The rest of the journey took
me inland towards the north. My first stop here was the bird sanctuary on Mount Bruce, after
which I headed for Taupo. On the way to Auckland, I visited Hobbiton, Rotorua and Katikati.

​
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​SERVAS Hosts
8 of the 9 SERVAS hosts were on the North Island of New Zealand. I had planned to visit an
additional 3 SERVAS hosts on the South Island. However, I unfortunately fell ill during the
trip, which is why I decided, in consultation with two hosts, to recover from my cold in a motel
instead. I received a cancellation from one couple at short notice because something came
up.

Helen & Charles – Auckland

A very open and committed couple. Helen cooks a lot and is very tasty. An Asian exchange
student was also staying with them at the time. Great travel tips from them and therefore the
perfect start to my adventure. Host in New Plymouth recommended by them. Waiheke Island
with art and very beautiful scenery.

​
Belinda – Hamilton

Farmers market, chatting about movies, traveling and the world, walking together and visiting
the grounds of the Maori King, Hamilton Gardens was beautiful and huge.
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Chris – Morrinsville

beautiful beach and landscape - Getting to know the life as a farmer in NZ, New Zealand
movies, relaxing, painting on the beach

4



Marilyn - New Plymouth

Beautiful park visited, gallery visit

Dorothy – Dunedin

Delicious food, the city of Dunedin and albatrosses

Dorothy lives in a beautiful house where you can still feel the attention to detail of her late
husband Eli. I enjoyed listening to the stories about Eli and Servas.
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Geoffrey – Taupo

Glass blowing, the most beautiful view I have ever seen while washing up, rapids, firefly walk
on our own property with SERVAS guests from Prague who were visiting at the same time
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Shirley – Rotoroua

Great shared passion: crafting - waterfall card - self made with the help of Shirley

Alan & Diane – Katikati

Games evening with their daughter and a good friend, singing in the retirement home (Diane
plays the piano)
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Helen – Auckland

Sharing travel experiences from NZ and tips for Austria as Helen is planning a visit.

Wie waren für mich die Servas besuche im allgemeinen

Hier ein paar Eindrücke

Of course, the descriptions are only a small excerpt of what I experienced and enjoyed in
New Zealand. I painted the pictures myself. I took an online watercolor course about 3 years
ago and last year I started making travel journals in which I also paint. I can only encourage
everyone to do this - no matter how good you are at drawing/painting, it will always be
something very special.

How were the Servas visits in general?
Since I traveled alone, the exchange and conversations were very good for me. Traveling
alone is great and has many advantages. I generally got to know lots of new people. Whether
on a boat trip, on a hike or sightseeing - you get to gossip. However, these are usually only
very brief acquaintances with whom you don't exchange contact information or anything like
that. So it was all the nicer to have a longer exchange with the SERVAS hosts and perhaps
do something together. The travel tips from the hosts were particularly valuable - whether in
the region or on my route - the tips were worth their weight in gold!

What would I do differently next time?
No question - I enjoyed the trip and had a great time. What I underestimated, however, was
sleeping in a “new” bed at least every other night. You wouldn't believe it, but it gets pretty
tiring after a while. One of the consequences of this realization is that I wouldn't travel such a
long distance next time - at least not in the same amount of time. Especially towards the end
of my stay in New Zealand, I would have liked to stay longer in one place to explore the
areas even more and relax. On my next stay in New Zealand, I will choose a smaller region
and maybe even walk a part of a long-distance hiking trail, of which there are several in New
Zealand.

Thanks to all the SERVAS hosts who took me in and let me share a bit of their everyday life.
Hope to see you soon! Best regards Iris
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